CHAPTER    IV
Can Capitalism Cure Its Own Troubles?
IT has seemed unnecessary to consider the plea of
those comfortable prophets who assure us that the
war has caused the economic crisis and trade
depression, and that presently prosperity which, as
they tell us, is always waiting round the corner will
return. Most people are probably too intelligent to
be deceived by these sort of assurances, even though
they may see signs of a partial recovery taking place.
For if we are certain that we have discovered the
causes of the crisis we shall know that real pros-
perity is impossible until these causes have been
removed. If we know beyond doubt that the un-
pleasant smells in our house arc due to bad drainage,
we shall not be taken in by people who tell us that
we have only to sit down and wait and the smells
will be blown away. We shall recognize that the
trouble is bound to continue until the drains have
been set right.
Similarly, we realize that the capitalist system is
not suffering merely on account of war wastage and
debt. No real recovery can take place until the
inherent evils of the system are removed. There will
be a {turn of the tide5 and partial recovery, no
doubt; but, so long as the root of the evil remains,
evil consequences must be expected.
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